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REVEALS A DARK SIDE

The country’s new wave of directars are rejecting 8ollywood's
gittz for grittier, real-life themes, Andrew Buncombe reports
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INDIAN CINEMA

REVEALS A DARK SID!

The country's new wave of directors are reiecting Bollywood's
glitz for grittier, real-life themes. Andrew Buncombe reports

hanthe
CEns0rs
took their
cutting
shaars to
Dibakar
Banarjess
Latear film,
the Indian director was not prartien-
Lardy surprised when they decided ba
Thar and trim o controversial sex
sepie. Bt when they chosa toex-
cluds an epizsode i which one of the
charapters refors to the low caste of
ancther, he was both sturmned and
digappointed.

The elfophant in the peam was
cazie,” said Banerjee, whose fiim
Lowve, Ber Avr Dfwotche (Live, Sex And
Betrayal) faatures Indian cinema's
fivat, albwit shortened, 2ax soene,
“They wrould rather that elephant is
ok there, but a7

The Delhi-horn Banerjes is one of
amall cheteh of divectars who axparts
sy represent an important new wave
in malnstream Indinn fibr-resldng an
industry that forr decades has been
abeessad with thin, escapist peodne-
oS featuring plemaorous stars, ghitey
postumies and extreordinary set-piece
sohEand-dapee routines that slmaost
always heve & happy ending: For this
e @roup, preferved suljects are sex
and refabonships, compmangd and

caste turmail, and the inereasing
divide hetween a thriving consumer
class and the traditional rural poor -
fopics that rarely, if ever, feature in
Bollywood. A= ane Indian reviawer
gaid after watching Bonorjos's latest
film: “Hedl yeah. Walcorme to sdali-
hod, Boltyrweood™”

The dl-pear-old Banerjee, whose
fiimis I3 to recedyve its mternations]
premiers tondght when it launches
e firat Landlon Indian Film Festival,
Inesiars he bias not msde & conschons
decision to reject the typicsl Bolly-
wond formeula, “T make the flm=1
want to reakos and thed fit ko the
comumential contaxt of Indisn cina-
ma," he said. "It not that [ don't like
Baolywood, but I did not wani, to
spend oy time on that. Pm tryving to
tell certain stories.”

Thosa stories eoms from the har-
budence created ina country that i=
Deing publed amd pushad as some of
it, at leagt, undergnes rapid trans-
tion. The Shm was parthy inapired by
anctorious real-lifie “scandal™ in
which a 1T-pear-ald from Delhi fmed
his mirlfriend performing & sex act
and then distribvated the mint-videoe
ihrnarrih his mobile phone. Banarjes
=abd he wea most straek by the
mymamics between peopds who lived
in boomine large cities and those in
the mad-Eat hinterland. " Filme that

o't =3y amythimg are OF. They do

ﬂuﬂhn"h&md. “But il you
Tnokerd back: 30 vears' tme and
pirked 1pa Bollywood film, T don't
thind: it ok teil}m'n'é‘ryn'nkh
ahant what was happening,

work iz being showeased, Mahesh
Manjrekar, iz also conoarned with
real stovies, His minde, Gty afiiold, i=
set apminst the tre Beckdrop of the
painful 1980 strilses by Murnbed tex-
tile workers and

their subsequent ——
sbrugpleforswr-  ‘These films
vaval Once the are a complete
mill owners departure,
decided the fac-  Bollywood's
tories werg mamctﬁrsu and
unprafitable aed storyte
decided toshut.  @r@ evVOIVing
thern dowm, they Taran Adarsh
snmouneed they Indian Tiim critc
woald miot page
the dues cwed to the workars,

Like Banierjes, e is not in
opposed tothe films of Bollywood it
he says the plight of the Mumbai
testile workers iz a story audiones:
heve been waiking misre than 20
wears tohenr

“Thers s enosd spacs forevery-

ane. Buk regfistic films hova had Lo
taks & back sant bacanss of the
ezcupizm,” said Monjrekar, wh i

also an meler = h&rmaﬂj;u.- P]aj&d the
raleod 3 merdater I Thany Boyle's
Ulenrwinmng Shaidog Milllopaine,
“T o see the number of mltiplexes
coming up-and thenumbear of pod-
hodlers, semewiuere you alse hope
that real cinesrn and real stories will
alsa have o el fubure” e says.
Arecent report by EPMG suggest-
ed thal in 2003 thi enting Inda (il
industry - 13 addition Lo Mumbal,
Hyderabad { Tollvwoed), Chennal
ﬂ'%? and Kolleat s also pro-
dues rasmibiers of films - was
worth {¥1.8hn), That ks expectad
A g by O por cent & year to reach
b by 2004,
End.mrjrmq:u*mﬂr:umte v
10 pey ceent: of the industry is hased
on independent thom=. Yot
ind.:,pm-.rdtﬂ chireetors amd producars
i bomg carnplakned that the vast
hu.l.l-: af Inclian flmes, amd thoese which
recpive the most national attention,
iy Eumrm-:nd blockbusters
IiJ.ah: ‘e slars guch as
n and Armitaki
Hmhrhun. ‘When creestioned about.
the brpe of films be chooss to appear
im, Bacheian opee gromibled to an
interviewer; "Its called escapist
cinema. Why should sornebaody pay
Lo 2 1 filir, with proeeer by in it when
thiare: &5 potariy in Ehet nelg
hiood every day? People don't wish to

he rerminded whern thes livie Nabody
will payto see a Al ke O The
Whterfront”
Yot Taran Adarsh, 2 leading flm
critie, said directors suchas Baner-
jee snd Manjrekar, as well s Anurag
Kaalyap, whose movie Der D s also
featared in the London festival, had
gl ek filmne coukd schiers bith
commercial success and crilical
acclaim, especially considering the
low production costsof independent
filrnes, which ravely feature big name
stars, “These films ane 1 complede
departnre from what wee have had in
" hie g, Bodlvaood s
envabving, imtermms of charsctors amd

- storytellme, Mass sudienses are not

going b charge overmght, but thers
iga procass”

The orgamsers of the Ave-doy fog
tivad are determined to i b an
international audiencs that there is
mee to Indian cinemas than
sequinned ssris and high-octanes
songrs: Cary Sawimery, the festimls
directon said thers had been o con-
erisus affort to¢hallenge: the steren-
typeof whas films from Indi could
Ira, “WWa pra trving o push dovn the
barriers” seid Sawhiney, i fun of the
celsbrated late i g o
Sabyajit Baoe " These filma do nat
hawre stars. They ar sLreng spries,
teliimpof modern T in Tedis ndag"



